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REFLECTION
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas our thoughts turn to the stable in Bethlehem

Most of us have a mental image of the nativity scene, developed in our childhood. A carefully arranged tableau with a peaceful baby lying in a manger, Mary, an adoring mother dressed in blue, seated by the crib, Joseph, a proud father standing and surrounded by several shepherds, three oriental kings or wise men with gifts and a stable full of docile animals. We imagine that Mary had travelled by donkey to Bethlehem only to find no room at the Inn and that a shining star and a company of angels hovered above the well-lit stable 
The image is based upon the reports in the Gospels, combined to create a logical story and embellished by imagination to  make an attractive picture.
Luke tells us that
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
Matthew records
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’
..the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The harsh reality is of a baby delivered to a young mother in poor circumstances, the birth announced first to shepherds who were the first visitors for the Holy family and much later recognised by wise men, or Magi (Gentiles) who had travelled a far distance to pay homage to Christ child.
God sent his son to be born into poverty in a troubled world to suffer and die for our sake.
That is really something to celebrate.
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From the Minister,

‘The people walking in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.’  
We have, as a church, committed to pray for growth over the past year and more. 
Now, as we come to our Christmas celebrations, the words of Isaiah 9:2 are running through my mind and I’m reminded that this is a time when we can celebrate the presence of God’s immeasurable love among us and share it with those around us. 

As each of us reflects on the gift of Jesus, the Son of God, we can look ahead with hope and determination for our Church to grow in faith, in service and in numbers. 
We carry a light that so many who walk in darkness need. 
This is a time to proclaim Christ breaking into the world, bringing hope, peace, and new beginnings.

I am aware of how much we have seen of the light of Christ breaking in to our life over the past year as we have engaged with Leading Your Church into Growth. 
And now we come to Christmas which is a ready opportunity to share the Good News, to sow seeds of faith, nurture relationships, and welcome others into the transformative love of God. 
Together we have an opportunity to grow our church family not only in numbers, but also in spirit and in purpose, growing as a beacon of hope in the heart of Nuneaton.

There is much to do and share. From Christingles and a Crib Service, Lessons and Carols, Stars and Blessings, to our Christmas morning celebration. 
There will be Christmas cards, and perhaps the odd mince pie or two. But through it all, through the worship and the fellowship, through the lights and songs and yes, even the special seasonal treats, let us continue to boldly proclaim that the love of God comes close in Jesus, born in Bethlehem. 
Let us pray for those we welcome through the season, in our church and in our homes, to be persuaded to walk Christ’s way with us.

May the peace and blessings of Christmas fill your hearts and your homes, and may we move into the New Year with faith, hope and joy in the eager expectation of what God will do among us.

May God pour out every blessing on you this Christmas.

Allan.
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SUNDAY SERVICES DECEMBER 10. 45 am
Sun  1

Morning Worship
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith





Sea Cadet Parade
Sun  8
 
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 15

Morning Worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall
Sun 22

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
Christmas Day 10.00 am

Led by Ruth Gillett

Sun 29

Morning Worship
Led by Ruth Gillett
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SUNDAY SERVICES JANUARY 2025 10.45 am
Sun  5

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 12

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Keith Salter
Sun 19 
Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 26

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
DECEMBER
December 1st  First Sunday of Advent, Year C
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; 
Luke 21:25-36
December 8,  Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6; Psalm 27
Luke 1:68 -79.

December 15  Third Sunday of Advent,

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12: 2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
December 22  Fourth Sunday of Advent, 

Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
December 24, Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14(15-20); Psalm 96
December 25, Christmas Day
Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14(15-20); Psalm 96

December 29, First Sunday after Christmas Day

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
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REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
JANUARY 2025
January  5 

Isaiah 60:1-6 ; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 ;Ephesians 3:1-12 ;Matthew 2:1-12

January 12 First Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 19 

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
January 26 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; 

Luke 4:14-21
February 2  

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.

Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
December
 1st
Faye Stapleton
 8th
Susan Thoume
15th 
Kevin Swindell and Jill Tovey
22nd 
Allan and Fiona Smith
29th 
Peter and Margaret Williams
January 2025

 5th 
June Arnold
12th 
Rob and Ann Ballard
19th 
Howard and Rita Burrows
26th
 Betty Campbell 
And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer

Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning,

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship

And power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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Faithful Fridays in Advent and New Year
Fridays 6th, 13th, and 20th  December  January 3rd
You are invited to join us for a short act of worship and reflection at midday in the Bracher Hall
Prayers for Growth
Monthly Saturday meetings are paused during December and January
Instead, you are asked to just stop for a few minutes on Saturdays at 12 noon and although we are apart, pray together.  
Prayers for December

As we head into the festive season pray for
Those who are lonely, or feel unloved and who experience greater loneliness or isolation through Christmas. 
Those without a home; for the shelters and charities who reach out to these people, and for people who feel abandoned, unworthy, and unnoticed at Christmas time. 
Those with chronic, incurable diseases and illnesses, and those with mental illness; who struggle with depression, anxiety, bipolar, schizophrenia, and other mental health issues.
People in financial trouble - losing their homes, stuck in debt, worrying about making payments, mortgages, and rent and for people who want to work but cannot find a job.
Pray for fresh waves of joy, generosity, grace and compassion to flood this nation and our world and let us help put Christ back into Christmas
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Prayers for January 
Read: Matthew 9:35-38

As we enter a new year, 

We long to see more workers for the harvest of the Kingdom.

We pray for vision in our planning.

May the Elders of our Church know the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Here you might pray for each of the Elders in turn
We pray for wisdom in our actions.

May the members of our Church act wisely:

Finding new ways to invite and welcome,

Seeing the needs in the people around us,

Growing in faith and commitment.

Here you might pray for individuals in our Church, especially the visitors and those who have joined our fellowship over the past year.

We pray for power to our witness.

Energise us to sow the seeds of faith,

To care and nurture the vulnerable,

and to heal lives and relationships.

Here you might pray for the various groups who connect with our Church, including:  Nuneaton & Bedworth Sea Cadets, Age UK, Bedworth Symphony Orchestra Talking News, All Mana of games.
We pray for joy in our worship.

Inspire those who lead our worship, in word or music

Fill us with a sense of your presence and purpose

That our worship might be ever renewed,

Deeping faith and welcoming stranger.

Here you might pray for those who will lead our worship over the weeks and months ahead. 

Amen.

Reflect:
What has God asked of you today? What is God asking you to do in the days ahead?

MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
The flowers arranged week by week in the sanctuary enhance the beauty of our Church and contribute to the atmosphere for worship.
Flowers are provided by members and friends often in memory of a family member or to mark a special anniversary.

After the morning service the flowers are given as a token of the love and prayers of our church family.  Recipients include those named in our weekly Prayer Circle and those both within our church and in the wider community known to us to have a special need for prayerful concern or to share in a special joy.

Flowers are not arranged in the sanctuary during the Advent and Christmas  period.
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January 





 5
Epiphany





12 
June Arnold





19
vacant





25
Susan Thoume
If you would like  to join the list of these who regularly provide flowers for the church,  please see Ruth
CHRISTINGLE[image: image18.wmf]
The tradition of the Christingle has its origins in the Moravian church when in 1747 the minister, John de Watteville, gave children at a Christmas Eve service a lighted candle with a red ribbon around it to represent Jesus as the light of the world.  

The tradition was adopted by other churches and the symbolism has developed to include an orange which has echoes of the clove studded pomanders from the 16th century.  The orange is said to represent the world, a red ribbon to represent the blood of Christ.  The candle represents the light of the world with the four sticks representing the four points of the compass and/or the four seasons.  The fruit or sweets on the sticks represent the fruit of God’s earth.

CHRISTMAS LEGENDS
Many of our Christmas traditions are associated with a legend linked to the birth of the Christ child.
Candles
There is a legend that candles in windows guide the Christ Child as he wanders from house to house on Christmas Eve looking for a place to stay. So, no traveller can be turned away on Christmas Eve in case the Christ Child might come by.
Holly berries
When the shepherds went to the manger, a little lamb followed them and was caught by a holly thorn and the red berries are drops of the lamb’s blood which froze on the branches
Tinsel

The Christmas tree of a poor family was covered on Christmas Eve by the webs of spiders which were turned to silver and gold by the Christ child when He visited to bless the house.
In some countries a decoration in the shape of a spider is added to the tree in remembrance of the story. 

Christmas Rose
A little shepherdess watched the wise men offer gifts at the manger and wept because she had nothing to give .Flowers sprang up where her tears fell and she offered them as a gift to the Christ child and ever after the rose blooms at Christmas
Poinsettia

A Mexican legend tells of a poor girl who had nothing but a bunch of weeds to bring to the Christmas eve crib service.  As she presented her gift with love, red blooms sprang up and the plant was thereafter known as “Flower of the Holy Night” because it blooms during the Christmas season.
Robin
On the first Christmas it was bitterly cold, and Mary and Joseph put a few twigs on a small fire in the stable to keep the child warm.
When the fire began to burn low, a small bird brown flew down, stood close to the embers, and with its tiny wings fanned them into flickering flames and it kept on doing this until dawn Its own feathers became singed. That little bird, so the legend says, was the robin, which ever since has a red breast, symbol of its devotion to our Lord.
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FIND ALL THE WORDS LISTED BELOW IN THIS FESTIVE WORD SEARCH 

All the words can be found in Luke 2:1-20 in the New International Version.
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CHRISTMAS TODAY
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, it’s Christmas time after all,

We celebrate the birth of a child - but what became of the stall?

2000 years ago, give or take, a baby was born far away,

Into our world, so small and so frail, and into a cradle of hay.

His mother looked on in wonder at the baby so meek and so mild,

Her son the saviour of the world - a wonderful precious child.

The shepherds and angels all came, the wise men too in their time,

And Mary just sat and witnessed the life of the child divine.

Today we remember our presents: the tree, the turkey, the wine,

But what have we done to Christmas?
Have we forgotten the child divine?

Let’s return our eyes to Jesus & remember his birthday this year,

And instead of looking for presents - let's look for his presence so near.

He will be in church Christmas morning celebrating his birthday with us.

Will we come to greet him? Or will the dinner get all the fuss?
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GROWING IN FAITH
Would you like to deepen your understanding of the church and our faith? 
It may be that you are considering membership or are a long-standing member wanting to extend your knowledge of the United Reformed Church’s tradition and ways and share your faith journey
The Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order, printed on the following pages is the one we say together on special occasions, such as an induction of Minister and Elders
We are proposing to run a short, five session course on the Nature, Faith and Order of the United Reformed Church Course as a useful “refresher” for existing members and as an introduction to encourage those not yet fully committed to membership.
The timing of the sessions will be arranged to suit those wishing to attend.  Please look out for a “signup sheet” in the Small Chapel
PASTORATE EVENTS
We have agreed to discontinue 5th Sunday joint services since it means that three out of the four churches are closed to regular worshippers and any visitors.
As an alternative, we will meet with one another quarterly on a Sunday afternoon/early evening.

Services for 2025 will be:

February  2nd 4.00 pm 
Trinity Atherstone
Mission


led by the Synod Mission Development officer(s)

June 8th 6.00 pm 

Horeston Grange 
(Pentecost)

September 7th 6.00 pm 
Old Meeting Bedworth

November 30th 4.00 pm
Nuneaton 
(Crib service

STATEMENT OF FAITH
LEADER:   With the whole Christian Church the United Reformed Church believes in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

RESPONSE:   The living God, the only God, ever to be praised.

LEADER:   The life of faith to which we are called is the Spirit's gift continually received through the Word, the sacraments and our Christian life together.

RESPONSE:  We acknowledge the gift and answer the call, giving thanks for the means of grace.

LEADER:  The highest authority for what we believe and do is God's Word in the Bible, alive for his people today through the help of the Spirit.

RESPONSE: We respond to this Word, whose servants we are with all God's people through the years.

LEADER:  We accept with thanksgiving to God the witness to the catholic faith in the Apostles' and Nicene creeds. 
We acknowledge the declarations made in our own tradition by the Congregationalists, Presbyterians and Churches of Christ in which they stated the faith and sought to make its implications clear.

RESPONSE:  Faith alive and active: gift of an eternal source, renewed for every generation.

LEADER: We conduct our lives together according to the Basis of Union in which we give expression to our faith in forms which we believe contain the essential elements of the Church's life, both catholic and reformed; but we affirm our right and readiness, if the need arises, to change the Basis of Union and to make new statements of faith in ever new obedience to the Living Christ.

RESPONSE: Our crucified and risen Lord, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection.

LEADER: Held together in the body of Christ through the freedom of the Spirit we rejoice in the diversity of the Spirit's gifts and uphold the rights of personal conviction, For the sake of faith and fellowship it shall be for the church to decide when differences of conviction hurt our unity and peace.

RESPONSE:  We commit ourselves to speak the truth in love and grow together in the peace of Christ.

LEADER: We believe that Christ gives his Church a government distinct from the government of the state. In the things that affect obedience to God, the Church is not subordinate to the state, but must serve the Lord Jesus Christ, its only Ruler and Head. Civil authorities are called to serve God's will of justice and peace for all humankind and to respect the rights of conscience and belief.

RESPONSE:  While we ourselves are servants in the world as citizens of God's eternal Kingdom.

LEADER:  We affirm our intention to go on praying and working with all our fellow Christians, for the visible unity of the Church in the way Christ chooses, so that people and nations may be led in love and serve God and praise him more and more for ever.

RESPONSE:  Source, Guide and Goal of all that is: to God be eternal glory.   AMEN.
FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

12  members attended our Church meeting on November 20th 

The results of most of our discussions are reported elsewhere in this issue of Outlook

Fabric and Finance
One of the responsibilities of the elders is to recommend to the church meeting arrangements for the proper maintenance of buildings.  
We try to take a pride in keeping our premises up to a good standard for all users including those hiring our rooms especially as our routine running costs are largely dependent on income from letting.

As everyone will be aware a substantial amount of renovation was undertaken last year including repairs resulting from water ingress in various areas and refurbishment of the “Accessible” and “Minister’s” Toilets.  
We were able to fund this work because of funds accumulated from income gained from letting for Lateral flow testing and Covid Vaccination during the Pandemic.
More recently it was deemed necessary to upgrade the main ladies and gent’s toilet facilities to an acceptable standard and was considered to be within our budget.

During the work it was found that the flat roof above had deteriorated and required complete replacement. This involved considerably more expenditure which was of concern. 

Thankfully an application to the Synod for a grant has been successful and we have been awarded 25% of the costs together with a grant from the Joseph Scott Chapel Charity fund as we are within a 25 miles radius from the Birmingham city hall..
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Christmas Events


CHURCHES TOGETHER CRIB SERVICE

We are hosting an ecumenical service here in our church December 1st at 4.00 pm
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CHRISTMAS APPEAL
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You are invited to bring donations to church by Sunday December 15th
[image: image21.wmf]CHRISTMAS STARS
 Prayers and Blessings 

Hang a star on our Christmas Tree

Saturday December 14th 10.00 am until 12.00 noon

An invitation to members of the local community to join us for coffee and hang a Star on a Christmas Tree in the Church with a request for prayer or to remember loved ones, near and far and those no longer with us
Christmas service for Age UK
Monday December 16th  11.00 am

Please join us as we welcome visitors from Age UK Dementia groups for a short Carol service
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CHURCHES TOGETHER “Mince pie giveaway” will take place in the Town Centre on Saturday December 21st   

2025
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As we welcome in the New year it is good that we rededicate our lives

In the words of the Methodist Covenant Prayer

I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine So be it.

 And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
And also rededicate our lives and homes in the tradition of

Chalking the door for Epiphany

20 
†
C
†
M 
†
B
†
22
Christus mansionem benedicat,
May Christ bless this house
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And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”

And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

Minnie Louise Haskins  1908

How do we “put our hand into the Hand of God” and let Him lead us this year?
It’s not by doing better, it’s by believing better. It’s by trusting that 

“God knows. His will is best.”

As we enter the gate of the year 2025, let this be our prayer:
Open to me the gates of righteousness:
I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:
This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.
I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.
(Psalm 118:19-21)
FAMILY NEWS
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Obituary
It is with sadness that we record the death of Paul Carter on November 6th 2024 after a long illness and extend sincere sympathy to Pam and the family

Paul’s funeral service will be held on is on Monday 9th December in Church at 11.30 am  followed by private committal.

Friends are invited to lunch at Attleborough Sports Club in Marston Lane from 12.30 pm
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Mary Ann Evans Hospice c/o Devall's Funeral Directors, or on the day, would be appreciated if desired
Thanks
Pam Carter wishes to thank everyone for the flowers, cards and kind messages following Paul's sad passing. 
Also, for the love and prayers during recent years. 

Colin and Pat Offor send their thanks to everyone for their love and prayers and messages of encouragement and support. 

David Marshall would like to express his sincere thanks and appreciation for the cards, gifts and best wishes that he received on his 80th birthday. He has appreciated the thoughts of so many people.
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OFFERTORY
Thank you

Thank you so much once again to all who regularly send in their offertory by cheque or BACs
Offertory

October 2024 


£924.92
Prayer 

Lord God, whatever we feel called to offer

our time, our talents, our treasure we bring it to you 

We thank you for the gifts you give us and ask your blessing on our offerings and ask for you guidance as we discern how best these resources can be used to support your Church.

Amen
We do not make a “collection” during the Sunday morning service

for those wishing to donate cash on Sundays
there are boxes for offertory at the back of the church near the exits.
Please continue to set aside your weekly offertory if you are able.  
Please send cheques to

Jenny Oliver
203, Weddington Road Nuneaton CV10 0HE

For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money
Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43

Account Number
41771804

We extend a warm welcome to all

Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday each month
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  

[image: image24.wmf]
https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES MANAGER

Mr P Williams, 73 Ashleigh Drive, Nuneaton. CV11 6GQ

02476 385540

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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