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NUNEATON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

Christian witness in the local community for over 300 years

Outlook
February/March 2025
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“The Snowdrop in its purest white array, first shows her head on Candlemas Day”
REFLECTION
And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years.
Genesis1: 14
He made the moon to mark the seasons, 
Psalm 104;19
Living in an inland urban environment with well-lit streets we are less aware of the lunar cycles than those living when the rhythms of daily life were set by the phases of the moon.
But our liturgical calendar is significantly influenced by lunar cycles and the dates of many of our “movable feasts “depend on the moon, notably the date of Easter 
The early church celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus in relation to Passover in the Hebrew lunar calendar.  As the church became more Gentile it adopted the Roman calendar which led to confusion over the dates of celebration
In 325 AD the Council of Nicaea decided that the Church would mark Easter on the Sunday after the first full moon of the spring (vernal) equinox, thereby tying the date of Easter to the movements of the sun and moon rather than to the Hebrew calendar. Although the calculation is complicated by the need to account for leap years.
It means that Easter can vary between March 22nd and April 25th and may or may not coincide with Passover
In 2025 the Pascal moon is on April 13th and Easter Sunday April 20th.
It follows that the moon governs the dates of all the festivals related to Easter, the major part of our liturgical year
The date of Easter fixes Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, which always occurs 46 days before Easter Sunday. 

Holy week begins on Palm Sunday one week before Easter and includes Maundy Thursday Good Friday and Holy Saturday.
Holy Week also often begins with a full moon,
Ascension Day is celebrated 40 days after Easter Sunday and Pentecost 50 days after Easter.
Trinity Sunday is the Sunday following Pentecost.
The rhythm of the liturgy like the rhythm of the seasons and the phases of the moon provide reassuring constancy to our church life shared by the church throughout the world
The moon is described by the psalmist as the faithful witness in the sky.”
Psalm 89:37
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
Psalm19:1

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? 

Psalm 8 3-4
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love
PASTORATE SERVICE
February 2nd 3.00 pm 
Trinity Church Atherstone
Theme 

Mission
led by the Synod Mission Development officer(s)

SUNDAY SERVICES FEBRUARY  10. 45 am

Sun  2

Morning Worship with Holy Communion

Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun  9
 
Morning Worship with the sacrament of baptism

 




Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 16

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Rob Ballard
Sun 23

Morning Worship 
Led by Ruth Gillett
SUNDAY SERVICES MARCH 10.45 am
Sun  2

Morning Worship with Holy Communion 




Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 9

Morning Worship 
Led by Richard Gillett
Sun 16 
Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Daniel Cheyne
Sun 23

Morning Worship 
Led by Rev Dr Allan Smith
Sun 30 
Morning worship 
Led by Margaret Marshall

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
FEBRUARY
February 2 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 


Candlemas
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30
February 9 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13];1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11; Psalm 138

February 16 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

Jeremiah 17:5-10;1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26; Psalm 1

February 23 
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

Genesis 45:3-11, 15;1 Corinthians 15:35-38 ,42-50; Luke 6:27-38

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42
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Bible Study and discussion for the Pastorate

led by Richard Gillett
At Horeston Grange Church

Wednesday February 19th
 2.00 pm

ALL WELCOME

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS
MARCH 2025
March 2 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany

Exodus 34:29-35;2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]

Psalm 99
March 5 
Ash Wednesday

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; or Isaiah 58:1-12;2 Corinthians 5 :20b-6:10;

Matthew 6:1-6,16-21; Psalm 103 or 103:8-14

March 9 
First Sunday in Lent

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; 
Luke 4:1-13
March 16
Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 15:1-12,17-18: Philippians 3:17-4:1: Luke 13:31-35: Psalm 27

March 23  
Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55: 1 -9: Exodus 3:1-15:1 Corinthians 10:1-13: Luke 13:1-9: Psalm 63:1-8

March 30  
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Joshua 5:9-12 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 Psalm 32

April 6

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8
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MINISTRY OF PRAYER

Prayer Circle 

Each week in our Prayer Circle members of our fellowship are named in the Prayers of Intercession during Morning Worship and remembered in all our prayers during the following week.

Please remember in your prayers week beginning 
February

2nd 
Pam Carter

9th  
Daniel and Jean Cheyne

16th 
Richard and Ruth Gillett

23rd 
Diana Collett

March

2nd  
Janice and Peter Gordon

9th
Laraine Haddon

16th
Robert and Fiona Kinghorn

23rd 
Pat Lane

30th
Mothering Sunday

And all who are unwell or receiving medical care at this time 
Prayer Book


There is a prayer book in the sanctuary for requests to be included in the prayers of intercession. Please ensure that those included are happy to be named in communal prayer

Prayer Chain

We have a list of people who are willing to pray in complete confidence in their own home when contacted by telephone for those in special or urgent need
Prayer for others
We bring before you, O Lord,
the troubles and perils of people and nations
the sighing of prisoners and captives,
the sorrows of the bereaved,
the necessities of strangers
the helplessness of the weak,
the despondency of the weary
the failing powers of the aged.
O Lord, draw near to each;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord
St. Anselm (1053-1109) 
Prayer For Growth
God of Mission,


Who alone brings growth to your Church, 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning,

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship

And power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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ASH WEDNESDAY

MARCH 5th 2025  10.00 am to midday
Ashes to go
The church will be open for tea, coffee and quiet reflection
We will be offering the sign of the cross with ash made from last year's Palm Crosses to all who pass by.
There will be a short service at noon
FAITHFUL FRIDAYS 
12.00 noon Bracher Hall
February 7th
And during Lent

March 14th,21st, 28th April 4th,11th,

Please join us for a short act of worship/meditation to be led by members of the Worship Group
GOOD FRIDAY
April 18th Service 12.00 noon 
A MIRACLE OF SHARING

Our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ

Went up a hill to rest,

Many people followed him 

To listen to the best.

The crowd grew more and more, then

Hunger them overcame.

The disciples looked around them

But to them, no answer came.

But in the crowd was a young lad,

Whose lunch was not much he found,

But gladly he gave it to Andrew

To share with the people around.

After the good Lord had blessed it

They all ate their fill and more

And leftovers measured 12 baskets

A miracle of miracles for sure.

So, if when you think of world problems

You think your help is too small,

Just remember the loaves and the fishes

And what God can do with it all.

MINISTRY OF FLOWERS
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February





 2
Mary Worley




In memory of Frank and Betty Crosher





 9 
Sandra Ryan





16
Rita Burrows





23
Ann Ballard
March





 2
Pam Carter 





 9 
Janet Newborough





16
Cindy Russell





23
Ann Ballard





30
Jenny Chatwin
SATURDAY MORNINGS

The Church is open on Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon to welcome visitors to enter for prayer, quiet reflection or just to look around, to enjoy a free cup of coffee and to listen to Ruth playing the organ.
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Why not drop in if you are in town to support this outreach.

CAN YOU FIND ALL THE NAMES IN THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS AS WRITTEN IN MATTHEW 1:1-16

(Jacob is found twice
	ABIHUD
	ELEAZAR
	JESSE
	RAM

	ABIJAH
	ELIAKIM
	JOSEPH
	REHOBOAM

	ABRAHAM
	ELIHUD
	JOSIAH
	RUTH

	AHAZ
	HEZEKIAH
	JOTHAM
	SALMON

	AKIM
	HEZRON
	JUDAH
	SHEALTIEL

	AMMINADAB
	ISAAC
	MANESSEH
	SOLOMON

	AMON
	JACOB
	MARY
	TAMAR

	ASA
	JACOB
	MATTHAN
	URIAH

	AZOR
	JECONIAH
	NAHSHON
	UZZIAH

	BOAZ
	JEHORAM
	OBED
	ZADOK

	DAVID
	JEHOSHAPHAT
	PEREZ
	ZERAH

	
	
	RAHAB
	ZERUBBABEL
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GROWING IN FAITH
What is the United Reformed Church

Mondays February 10th, 17th, 24th, March 3rd and 10th 2.00pm

Bracher Hall
ALL WELCOME
Through February and the beginning of March we will be exploring the ‘Nature, Faith and Order’ of the United Reformed Church in five sessions based on the words we say at some of our big public occasions, including ordinations of Ministers and Elders. 
These five sessions are a way for those preparing for membership (or thinking about it) to learn what they are getting themselves into, and for those who have been Members for a while to deepen their understanding of our traditions and ways.

This is not a ‘course’ in the sense of something with exams to pass, but a chance to discuss and learn what our Church is about, where it has come from and think about what the future may look like.

The sessions will take place on Mondays at 2pm, staring on 10th February and then on 17th & 24th February and 3rd & 10th March, in the Bracher Hall. If you haven’t signed up already, you’ve still got time – or just come and join us.

The sessions are:
1. A Faithful Church

2. A church based on the Bible

3. Part of the one great Church with a particular story of our own

4. A church that affirms freedom

5. A church praying and working for unity

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY

14 members attended our Church meeting on zoom on January 15th. 
Christmas Decorations

We recorded thanks to all who helped in putting up and packing away the Christmas decorations, especially members of the Gaming Group
Age UK Christmas service

The Carol Service held on December 16th was much appreciated by our visitors and members of the church family who attended 
Saturday Prayers for Growth

It was agreed to discontinue monthly Saturday Prayer meetings which were not well supported.

Faithful Fridays which are well supported will continue and other options will be explored

Membership requests and “Membership” course
It is good to report that we have received requests for church membership from five worshippers.

It was agreed to postpone formal consideration until after completion of the course on the Nature, Faith, and Order of the United Reformed Church.

All worshippers are invited to join in the course sessions and any non-members encouraged to consider making a commitment to membership

Our next Church meeting will be the Annual General meeting to be held on March 19th
7.30 pm in the Bracher hall

Annual reports
The annual reports of Church activities and financial statements will be presented for approval at the annual general meeting 

Members and regular worshippers will receive copies of the various reports for consideration in advance and we will present the Financial Report at the meeting. 

Will those involved please send me your annual reports for 2024 as soon as possible (deadline February 23rd) to allow time for collation, printing, and circulation.
Election of elders
In accordance with the rules of our church, an election of Elders will take place at our AGM 
Serving elders are elected to serve for a period of three years and there are no retiring elders this year

All church members who have been on the Membership Roll for a minimum one year are eligible for election as an Elder.

Please give prayerful thought to serving as an elder and encourage others to do so. 
You will find a helpful guide to eldership on the URC website
https://issuu.com/united_reformed_church/docs/called_to_be_an_elder?
Lord, grant us the self-awareness to know the gifts you have given us, and the wisdom to know how we should use them in the life of the Church, Amen.
COVID 19 AND LOCKDOWN 
Five years ago, we were planning a series of Lent Lunches with themed discussion and prayer which were sadly discontinued after March 11th, 2020
We were also planning series of themed services with worship leaders taking the Holy Habits as the subjects for sermons starting in March and going through a June.  Again, the response to the COVID-19 pandemic meant that we were unable to meet in person for worship and plans were disrupted.
Thanks to Allan swiftly embracing the latest technology and encouraging us to join in, many of us were able to meet together each week as a Pastorate for Sunday Morning Worship.
As a church we were also able to continue elders and church meetings and Faithful Fridays by zoom
After an approach from Warwickshire County in December 2020 we hosted a Lateral Flow Testing Centre followed by a Vaccination Centre for the local community until December 2023 
This provided valuable income at a time when regular lettings were suspended
When we were permitted to return to in person worship, we were subject to a detailed risk assessment and many constraints and regulations including social distancing, wearing masks and refraining from singing. 

Five years on it all seems like a distant memory although the shapes of the distancing signs are still visible in the carpet in the aisles and for many of us life has never quite returned to its former pattern. 
FINANCE
Thank you to those who send their offertory faithfully month by month.
We are dependent on regular giving to keep pace with regular and increasing expenditure and all contributions are gratefully received

Thank you also for all the many other ways of giving which may be unrecorded but greatly appreciated

Although we do not regularly make a “collection” during the Sunday morning service there are boxes for offertory at the back of the church near the exits for those wishing to donate cash.
Gift aid

One way of increasing your giving if you pay UK income tax is to register for gift aid which allows the church to claim an extra 25p for each £1 donated.  We are also able to claim on cash donations given anonymously, that is from money placed in the offertory boxes.  Unfortunately, donations from named individuals are not eligible for gift aid.
Please see Jenny, our gift aid secretary for further information and to register for gift aid if you are eligible.

BANK DETAILS
For BACs transfers our bank details are:

Bank name 

Virgin money
Account Name 
Nuneaton United Reformed Church

Sort Code 

05-06-43

Account Number
41771804
Please give any cheques to Diana as we are now able to pay in on the banking App
OFFERTORY RECEIVED



November 2024 


£944.45


December 2024


£766.00


Total for year 2024


£10718.97
FAMILY NEWS
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Obituaries
It is with sadness that we record the death of Betty Campbell on December 30th, 2024, and extend sincere sympathy to the family.
Betty’ funeral service will be at the Heart of England Crematorium on February 14th at 11.00 am

We also record the recent sad death of Scott Holland of Nuneaton and Bedworth Sea Cadet Unit, and we extend sincere sympathy to his family and colleagues.
Good News of Vera Stephen 
Jenny has recently been in contact with the supported living accommodation where Vera lives in Plympton. She spoke with one of the staff who reported that Vera comes downstairs most afternoons for a cup of tea and a piece of cake.
Vera had been out for a ride round with her son David that afternoon.
Jenny passed on our love and best wishes to this grand lady who is 104 years old
We extend a warm welcome to all

Sunday Morning Worship 10.45 am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday each month
The Church is open for Prayer, Quiet Reflection or just to look around Saturday Mornings between 10 am and 12 noon
Baptisms and Marriages by arrangement – contact Church Secretary

CONTACTS

PASTORATE WEBSITE  
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https://www.nwpastorate.org.uk/nuneaton-urc/about-us/
CHURCH

2, Chapel Street, Nuneaton CV11 5QH 
02476 375010   (ansaphone)
MINISTER 

Rev Dr Allan Smith



11, Fleece Lane Nuneaton CV11 6BS

02477 921338

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
CHURCH SECRETARY 

Mrs D M Collett 
209, Hinckley Road Nuneaton CV 11 6LL

02476 346175 
urc.newsletter@outlook.com

CHURCH FINANCES

Contact Church Secretary

FACILITIES MANAGER

Mr P Williams, 73 Ashleigh Drive, Nuneaton. CV11 6GQ

02476 385540

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Mrs J Oliver

02476 387065

ROOM HIRE

Contact
Mrs J Oliver
02476 387065
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